

附件2
Europe- China call for collaborative research on The Green Economy and Understanding Population Change

Closing date: 16:00 GMT 3rd December 2013
Introduction
The Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR France), Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG Germany), the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC UK), the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC China) and the Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO Netherlands) are pleased to announce a call for collaborative projects between European and Chinese researchers in the areas of ‘The Green Economy’ and ‘Understanding Population Change’. 

Proposals are invited for joint projects under the following priority themes, addressing key issues where true added value can be gained from collaboration. 

The Green Economy 

The ‘greenness and dynamics of economies’

Metrics and indicators for a green economy

Policies, planning and institutions (including business) for a green economy

The green economy in cities and metropolitan areas

Consumer behaviour and lifestyles in a green economy

Understanding Population Change

Changing life course

Urbanisation and migration 

Labour markets and social security dynamics 

Methodology, modelling and forecasting


Care provision

Comparative policy learning

Further details on these themes can be found under ‘Overview of the Initiative’ below.

Proposals should include leading European researchers wishing to develop contacts with leading researchers in China. Proposals should involve participation from at least two different participating European countries and a Chinese consortium. Proposals will be assessed through a panel meeting which will take place in May 2014.

Background
This initiative has been launched following a series of joint Euro-China workshops focusing on ‘The Green Economy’ and ‘Understanding Population Change’ held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands and Shanghai, China respectively. At these workshops European and Chinese academics introduced their research, pointing out emerging directions within their field and highlighting the breadth of research within their respective countries. 

Overview of the initiative
Research proposals should consider development of conceptual and theoretical work, as the same concept often has different meanings across disciplines, practical contexts and different regions. Proposals received in response to this call should address one or more of the priority areas under either ‘The Green Economy’ or ‘Understanding Population Change’ in a coherent programme of innovative research. 

Proposals are invited for research projects within the priority themes below that are particularly promising if undertaken by multinational teams with participation from China and Europe. Research conducted within this joint initiative should be of great value, going beyond current research within Europe and China. We particularly welcome proposals for comparative research which is highly multidisciplinary and involves participation of non-academic research users - where appropriate.

In addition to the usual academic requirements for a research project a successful proposal must: 

Be a joint activity involving research groups from both Europe and China involving researchers from at least two different participating European countries as well as a Chinese consortium.

Proposals should show a true joint partnership between European and Chinese researchers. This is an important feature of the call; where the project is judged to be one-sided this will be seen as a weakness.
Projects should be formulated to demonstrate the added value of active collaboration between European and Chinese partners, and not be potentially stand-alone.

Full information on the assessment criteria can be found in the relevant section below. 

The deadline for receipt of proposals against this call is 16.00 (GMT) Tuesday 3rd December 2013.

Proposals should be up to three years in duration and should not start before September 1st 2014. The added benefit of the collaboration to each party should be clearly stated in the proposal. Proposals must demonstrate the innovation and novelty of the research and its relevance to the broader thematic agenda, i.e. green economy or understanding population change. Proposals should also outline the applicants’ longer-term plans for working together and demonstrate how the outputs of the project will be communicated to stakeholders both within and outside of academia, in both Europe and China. It is important to note that a key aim for this funding opportunity is knowledge exchange between partners, continuing throughout the project.

The partner agencies have made the following funds available for this initiative.

ANR 
Up to €450,000  per project. 

DFG 
No maximum limit.

ESRC 
Up to £1.5M per theme for this initiative (£3M total) with a maximum of £500,000 fEC per project.

NSFC
Up to 900,000 RMB per project. 

NWO 
Up to €1.4M for this initiative with a maximum of €260,000 per project. 

Further information on the priority themes within ‘The Green Economy’ and ‘Understanding Population Change’ is given below:

The Green Economy
‘The Green Economy’ remains a complex and contested concept with wide ranging definitions that cut across a variety of disciplinary areas. For the purposes of this Call document however, the remit of ‘The Green Economy’ has been identified with the following priorities. Therefore, proposals must address one or more of the following associated priority areas:

The ‘greenness and dynamics of economies’

Examples include the green economy versus a sustainable and cyclical economy; green growth versus sustainable development or growth; ecological versus linear progress; the bio-economy versus the eco-economy. The question is how to understand the green economy in a macro-economic, institutional or systems perspective. Certain concepts seem to be more prevalent in China, while others are more central in Europe. This requires research which creates bridges between research communities and disciplines in Europe and China. Research might be about the structural drivers of economic change, and the options to shift from the current economic growth to ‘green pathways’, which may not bring exponential growth. This area lends itself particularly well to being combined with one or more of the other topics in this theme, and such combinations are strongly encouraged.

Metrics and indicators for a green economy
Metrics are invaluable in developing indicators, especially sets or systems of indicators, which are useful in a practical and policy context. Research could cover the use of these indicators or metrics for evaluating the soundness of green development. Research could include benchmarking at national and regional levels; spatial and temporal studies; international trans-boundary comparative studies; and the evaluation of green consumption and establishing system boundaries. This could be done in the context of the work developed under the following priority themes. This area lends itself particularly well to being combined with one or more of the other topics in this theme and such combinations are strongly encouraged.

Policies, planning and institutions (including business) for a green economy

A green economy can be seen as a result of dual developments - within policy, planning and regulatory frameworks, and within institutional behaviour and reform. 

Research addressing policies and planning could cover policy-making; governance and policy evaluation; typology of policy intervention; the relationship between a long term vision and short term steps; contradiction and need for coordination; issues in terms of advantages and drawbacks, in particular regarding winners and losers.

Research under this theme addressing institutions could cover the motivation of institutions in this area; incentive systems; monitoring, verification, and enforcement; the unforeseen international consequences of transition to a green economy; innovations in the institutional landscape to support the transition; learning from success and failures and capabilities development. Research could also include the coupling of services and products for eco-efficiency; how to understand, manage and configure sustainable business models; institutional barriers to the greening of industry, localisation and globalisation of green industries; the integration of human factors into green industries; the contribution of green-industrialisation to wider/longer term goals of sustainability. 

The green economy in cities and metropolitan areas

 Understanding economic transactions and processes at the level of cities and metropolitan areas is likely to become increasingly important, with key questions such as: how can a green urban economy be defined, understood and steered? What are the realistic prospects of greener, sustainable, climate-neutral or resilient cities? How can eco-cities manage their ecological footprint (e.g. through the demand for natural resources, and the downstream effects of production and consumption of goods and services)? 

Research could address how conceptual or policy issues can be informed by experiences in cities; how the green economy can be defined, understood, promoted and implemented in cities; the indirect impacts of green cities; the interactions between the physical form of a city and its social and economic functions.
Consumer behaviour and lifestyles in a green economy 

A green economy requires a new role for the consumer, to be co-producer or re-supplier of value or the catalyst in greener development. Research may focus on grass roots initiatives, downshifting and movements toward local self-reliance.

Research under this heading could also include: consumer perceptions, understanding and motivations; comparisons between urban and non-urban lifestyle potential for greening; the role of transaction costs/price premiums in behaviour change; new forms of marketing and behaviour change; opportunities to de-couple households’ wealth and eco-footprint; breaking conventional consumption patterns; and spill overs between institutional and domestic contexts.

Understanding Population Change

Proposals must address one or more of the areas below:

•
Changing life course

The last 50 years have seen major changes in the economic, social and political landscape and in individuals work and family lives in both China and Europe, in Europe often referred to as the First and Second Demographic Transition. Insights into the demographic transitions are crucial in order to adequately adapt our social organization and plan appropriate services for current and future generations, and require an understanding of changes in the life courses and differences across and within cohorts.

Research within this theme could include investigation into how the life course is changing within Europe and China; how earlier life events may affect later life outcomes; the individual life course vs. family life course; consumption change across the life course; understanding how cohort differences can help inform the future; differences between the elderly and how elderly in the future will be different from the current population.

•
Urbanisation and migration

In both China and the EU migration is now the main driver of population change. In China there are now an estimated 240 million migrants, and over the next decade the government expects this number to swell to over 400 million. Running in tandem with migration has been the rapid urbanisation of China and the growth of the mega-city, fuelled by migrants from rural western China. Uneven migration is also resulting in some areas experiencing population ageing and population decline; an experience common to selected regions of both China and Europe.

Research within this theme could include investigation into the interaction between urbanisation and migration; migration motivation and location choice; welfare externalities and consequences of migration; integration policies; strategies for wellbeing in declining regions; global EU-China mobility of highly skilled workers; and increasing social-economic disparities in growing cities.

•
Labour markets, social security dynamics and population change

Economic growth, productivity, and local, regional and national labour markets are all influenced by, and in turn influencing, population dynamics. In particular, local labour supply is affected by migration, which in turn is affected by the demand for labour and associated wages. Similarly, the balance between workers and pensioners is an important component of social security dynamics. Understanding how the labour market and social security systems can adapt to an ageing and migrant labour force is critical for maintaining and strengthening economic growth and prosperity in both China and Europe. 

Research within this theme could include investigation into employment status and access to social security systems (SSS); the incentives of SSS regarding retirement; the relationship between employment of elderly and of young people; the financial sustainability of SSS; labour market mobility, labour participation in relation to health, job matching (adequate demand and supply) and flexibility within the labour market with regards to population change.

•
Methodology, modelling and forecasting 

Accurate population estimates and projections provide essential information for planning and policy-making at national, regional and local levels. Traditional cohort component projections are increasingly being supplemented by stochastic modelling, allowing estimation of alternative future scenarios.  Furthermore standard age-sex population projections are beginning to be supplemented by detailed micro simulation modelling, facilitating projections of a wide range of individual characteristics that can in turn be used to help inform the design of policies (e.g. the UK DWP PENSIM2 model is being used to inform the design of pension reform and financing of long term care).  Such methodologies are, however, still in their infancy and there are significant opportunities to extend and strengthen approaches to demographic modelling and forecasting, particularly in situations where data are incomplete and/or suffer from reporting biases. Particular challenges in both the Chinese and European context include rapidly changing local population structures due to migration, changing patterns of family formation and dissolution and increasing longevity; the picture in China is further complicated by differential sex ratios at birth, which in turn are resulting in imbalances within the marriage market. 

Research within this theme could include the use of modelling, methodology and forecasting to investigate issues such as the fertility responses to policies improving estimates of increasing longevity; the second demographic transition in China including family changes, migration and regional population dynamics; the interactions between ageing and migration; and behavioural changes because of demographic change.


•
Care provision 

The rapid ageing of the population means more people are living longer. It is questionable however whether gains in life expectancy has been matched by improvements in health at older ages. In both China and Europe the vast majority of older people live independently in the community, and where social support is needed the family is the major provider of such care. However, as the large cohorts born during the 1940s-1960s get older there will be increasing pressure on care systems, both formal (state and private) and informal (family). The issue may be particularly acute in China where a couple in middle age may be faced with caring for two sets of older parents and four sets of elderly grandparents (the so called ‘2-4-8 problem’).

Research within this theme could include various methods, such as the evaluation of sister cities or  validation studies to investigate issues such as the assessment of older adults’ care needs; models of Long Term Conditions (LTCs); cost effectiveness of care provision; the patterns of care reciprocity over life course; grand parenting; care for the children of migrants; care/work nexus in multi-generation perspective; care chains; regions and their implications for inequality and well-being; the quality of care services within the EU and China; or family and community within the EU and China. 

•
Comparative policy learning 

China is undergoing the demographic and health transition at an accelerated rate. In Europe it took 50-100 years to double the population of people aged 65 and over, from 7% to 14% of the total population. In China this change in the age structure will take just 25 years, a consequence of rapid fertility decline combined with improving mortality. Today both China and Europe face the dual challenge of an ageing population and high rates of migration. European social policy has evolved over the last century whilst in China systems of social protection are relatively recent, providing significant scope for cross-country policy learning and extension of best practice in the areas of family and ageing-related policies and in understanding migration at a local level. 

Research within this theme could include the use of comparative policy learning to investigate issues such as migration and impacts of work; family and age-related policies; the impact assessment of local policies; the contribution of firms; workplace practices; child care and family support; unemployment and gender policies.

Eligibility

Applicants must meet the specific eligibility criteria set out by their respective national funding agencies. Co-investigators from other countries may be included as long as they bring the relevant funding with them, or are eligible for funding under one of the subscribing agencies’ rules. 

Disciplinary scope: proposals may be submitted in areas within the remit of the relevant national agencies concerned (see specific requirements from each agency below). Applicants must note that the national agencies retain the right to reject proposals where they fail to comply with the procedures set out in the guidelines. If a proposal is ineligible with one national agency the complete project will be rejected by all the agencies concerned.

Chinese eligibility requirements

Please contact NSFC for full details on Chinese eligibility requirements.

Dutch eligibility requirements

Note that Dutch applicants do not need to send a separate application to NWO. Aberrant from national procedures at NWO, applicants will have no possibility for rebuttal to the committee’s evaluation.

For Dutch scientists the NWO eligibility criteria are applied, i.e., the Dutch Principal Investigator should be affiliated to:
a Dutch university or University Medical Centre; or

an institute affiliated to NWO; or

an institute affiliated to KNAW; or

the Netherlands Cancer Institute NKI; or 

the Max Planck Institute Nijmegen;

AND

Have an employment contract for at least the duration of the proposal procedure and the duration of the research the grant is applied for;

AND

Have at least a PhD or an equivalent qualification.

For the Dutch part of the project (hereafter: the Dutch project), the proposed research must fall within the remit of NWO’s Division of Social Sciences (MaGW). MaGW has four main groups of disciplines: Economics and business administration, Behaviour and education, Law and administration, Social sciences. These main groups comprise more than 20 scientific disciplines.
Proposals may be for projects with a maximum duration of three years. Applicants for the Dutch project can apply for 

either a PhD position (three years, full-time). The PhD student should successfully have completed a research master’s study programme; 

or a postdoc (up to three years, full-time, with a minimum of 0.6 fte). 

The total budget requested for the Dutch project may not be higher than € 260,000 (incl. bench fee). Up to € 200,000 can cover personnel costs, see http://www.nwo.nl/financiering/hoe-werkt-dat/Salaristabellen for the appropriate salary scales. The minimum limit is € 77,000 for personnel costs (i.e. the costs of a postdoc for 0.6 fte for a two-year project). In addition to these personnel costs, research costs up to the sum of € 60,000 can be applied for. 

A budget of up to €1.4M is available for the call on the Dutch side. This budget covers funding for up to five or six Dutch projects.

A proposal can only include one Dutch project.

Please note that in the Research Talent programme (onderzoekstalent), there are restrictions in place on double submissions. A Dutch proposal in the Europe China call can therefore not be combined with a proposal in the current Research Talent call. For more information, please contact Joris Voskuilen, coordinator of the Research Talent and TOP subsidies, at j.voskuilen@nwo.nl
Note proposals submitted to this call that are not significantly driven by a social science question will be considered ineligible.

French eligibility requirements

Please consult the programme’s webpage on the ANR website http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/ORA-Chine-2014 , in particular the conditions for the participation of French applicants (annexe pour les partenaires français), to make sure that your application complies with all ANR requirements.

• Who can apply?

Researchers based in organizations eligible to ANR funding (see  http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/ORA-Chine-2014)

• What are eligible costs for French researchers? 

Standard national rules apply. Staff costs, travel costs, outsourcing, investment costs and  other costs are eligible under the provisions of  the ANR’s Règlement financier (See  http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/ORA-Chine-2014 and http://www.agence-nationale-recherche.fr/financer-votre-projet/plan-d-action-2014-un-document-unique/documents/reglement-financier/)

Applications should be up to €450,000 per project. 

The ANR financial submission form (available on the programme’s webpage) must be joined to the application on JeS.

German eligibility requirements 
Please consult the Guidelines and Proposal Preparation Instructions for research grants for further information on eligibility:

50.01 Merkblatt Programm Sachbeihilfe [10/11], German and English

To be found at: http://www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/einzelfoerderung/sachbeihilfe/formulare_merkblaetter/index.jsp
All German applicants are requested to additionally submit the German proposal’s part via DFG elan portal (electronic platform for submission). The Principal Investigator of the German proposal’s part is in charge. The submission has to be done within one week after the submission date at the latest. All documents uploaded at ESRC platform need to be uploaded via DFG elan once more. These documents must be identical to those uploaded at ESRC platform. Additional documents are not allowed.

Note proposals submitted to this call that are not significantly driven by a social science question will be considered ineligible by DFG.

UK eligibility requirements
UK applicants must meet the ESRC eligibility criteria and ESRC disciplinary; see the ESRC Research Funding Guide for eligibility information (http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/applicants/research-funding-guide.aspx). 

The current list of eligible ESRC lead disciplines are: Area and Development Studies, Demography, Economic and Social History, Economics, Education, Environmental Planning, Human Geography, Linguistics, Management and Business Studies, Political Science and International Studies, Psychology, Science and Technology Studies, Social Anthropology, Social Policy, Socio-Legal Studies, Sociology, Statistics, Methods and Computing.

The ESRC is only able to support research that is clearly within the remit of these disciplines. Should you have any concerns about what is acceptable please contact international@esrc.ac.uk 

Please note ESRC has a joint subject statement which gives more detail on the research areas at the interface of the ESRC and AHRC interests. This can be found at http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/applicants/cross-council.aspx 

ESRC attaches major importance to the position of UK social science in the international and global arena. It positively encourages active collaboration between UK researchers and those in other countries, where this will help to ensure that UK research is at the international leading edge. To this end, it has forged collaborative funding agreements with leading overseas partners.
Further information on the inclusion of international Co-investigators is available at www.esrc.ac.uk/funding-and-guidance/guidance/applicants/international-co-investigators.aspx. ESRC will not support an international co-investigator from a country involved in the call costed using the ESRC’s co-investigator policy. 
Note proposals submitted to this call that are not significantly driven by a social science question will be considered ineligible by ESRC.

Project linked studentships are not permitted through this call.

How to apply

Applicants need to ensure that proposals are submitted by the European researchers to ESRC (who are administering this call on behalf of the agencies in Europe) and NSFC in China. 

Both applications should feature an identical case for support written in English. For each collaborative project proposal, the European and Chinese investigators should prepare a single case for support in English that should be submitted to both ESRC and NSFC. This common case for support will allow the European partners and NSFC to obtain reviews of the same document, coming together in a single joint panel decision meeting.

Please note the deadline for receipt of proposals against this call is 16.00 (GMT) Tuesday 3rd December 2013.

Applicants should identify a European based lead partner and Chinese based lead partner who will lead on interaction with the funding agencies within Europe and China respectively. 

European submitters should ensure the following documents are submitted: 

Case for support (8 pages max.)

Justification of resources (2 pages per country)

Pathways to Impact (2 pages max.)

CV (2 pages max for each named researcher incl. brief list of up to 15 project related  personal publications)

List of Publications- cited in proposal (1 page max)

Letters of Support (only if applicable)

Other attachments- MANDATORY FOR THIS CALL

Management Plan (2 pages max.)

International Funding Agency Resource Form (this is the resource summary template for costs  from the all agencies involved in this call)

Individual Financial Cost Templates for each agency involved in the proposal

European Submission

For full details on how to submit please read carefully the relevant Guidance Notes for European Applicants before submitting:

Guidance notes for submission for European applicants WITH a UK partner

Guidance notes for submission for European applicants WITHOUT a UK partner

Chinese Submission

Please contact NSFC for information on how to complete this submission. All documents should be submitted to NSFC including the common case for support. Both the European and Chinese submission should contain the same information so that reviewers selected by NSFC and European partners are able to review the whole proposal.  

Assessment process

The common case for support across the whole Europe-China project allows for a joint peer review and a single panel process for this call. The panel will consider the case for support during this process.

Written reviews from experts will be obtained from the European Funding agencies and NSFC in China, and those that receive supportive responses from the reviewers will then be considered by a single joint Europe-China assessment panel. The reviewers and panel will be asked to assess the proposals against the fit to the call and the assessment criteria. The panel will rank the proposals using the assessment criteria and only the top ranked proposals will be funded. Please note proposals will only be funded if all relevant funding agencies agree. Funding decisions will be made by July 2014.

The selection of academic referees is subject to certain constraints. We do not normally approach anyone with a current application to the current round of the scheme, or to those who:

            

Are from the same institution as any of the applicants (units from certain large and specific French Institutions may not present a potential conflict of interest). If you are uncertain please check with the relevant National Agency for clarification.

are a close relative (up to first cousin); or have close personal ties or conflicts with any of the applicants; or share a household with them or a close relative, 

have been a close collaborator and/or have co-published with one of the applicants in the last three years, or

have had a PhD/PhD Supervisor relationship with any of the applicants in the last ten years.

In each stage of the proposal process the national agencies examine whether or not a conflict of interest may exist. A conflict of interest is given if the reviewer is directly affected by the subject matter of the funding project or another reason exists that is suitable to raise doubts about the impartiality of their specialist evaluations. Reviewers are required to declare any personal interests, disqualifying themselves if they can in any way benefit from the approval or rejection of the proposal. 

Assessment criteria

The proposals will be assessed on their fit to the scope of the call and to the criteria as follows:

Assessment of the relevance to the theme of the call

Comment on whether the proposal addresses an important issue as described in the thematic focus. 

The originality and potential contribution to new knowledge, practice, theory and/or methodology; 

Is the proposed research likely to make an original and significant contribution to theory, methods or knowledge?  

Is there similar/related work not mentioned in the proposal of which the applicant(s) should be aware? 

The appropriateness of the research design, work plan, research team;   

Does the proposal have clear conceptual and theoretical foundations? 

Are the research methods and framework for analysis suitable to the aims and objectives; are they clearly defined, rigorous and feasible?

Is the timescale and scheduling of the work appropriate and realistic? 

Are the qualifications and competencies of the participating researchers clear and appropriate to conduct the research? Relevant preliminary work and related previous publications should be of high quality.

Is the research feasible? The research should be clearly demonstrated as logistically feasible in terms of both reasonable access being assured to any necessary data, research materials and infrastructure, and the resource plan and funding request for these, including the staffing required considered to be reasonable and appropriate., 

Assessment of the Chinese-European collaboration

What is your opinion on the added value of the Chinese-European cooperation to the research project, including the complementarity of the European and Chinese research teams?

Please comment on the degree of inter-institutional cooperation between the project partners, and the prospects for scientific collaboration lasting beyond the duration of the research project.

The costings and value for money of the research;

Is the research proposed overall good value-for-money for the total cost involved?  The key issue here is whether the core potential of the research, and the likely contribution to the advancement of knowledge, understanding and/or methodology which it will make, either narrowly within its particular focus, or more broadly across its particular discipline or the sciences more generally, is likely to be sufficient to justify the costs involved.

Are the specific funding requests in the following areas essential/sufficient for the proper conduct of the research proposed?  

The overall length of time for the project; the amount of time to be devoted to it by the applicants.

The amount of time for research, technical and support staff and the level of appointment for such staff.

The justified equipment, consumables and other directly incurred costs such as travel and subsistence.

Costs of collecting, establishing, providing or organizing the necessary data and research materials.

The costs of research dissemination or other knowledge exchange activity.

Access to institutional research facilities.

Any ethical issues involved?

Are any ethical issues raised by the proposed research addressed appropriately and comprehensively by the research proposal and the project design?

Have applicants made appropriate plans for data storage and providing access to data for other researchers?

Communication plans and likely impact of the work?   

Comment on the planned output of the research; have the applicants made adequate plans to disseminate the results of the research?

Where relevant, have appropriate arrangements been made for engaging potential users of the research at relevant stages of the project?  

Is the research likely to have significant impact beyond the academic community?

Key dates

	Closing Date for investigators to submit proposal to ESRC and NSFC
	16.00 GMT 3rd December 2013

	Eligibility Check
	December 2013

	External peer reviews
	January-April 2014

	Panel Meets
	May 2014

	Successful proposals announced
	July 2014

	Proposals funded/commenced
	1st September 2014


For further information contact:

ANR: Pierre-Olivier Pin, E-mail: Pierre-Olivier.PIN@agencerecherche.fr, Tel: + 33 1 78 09 80 83

DFG: Christiane Joerk, E-mail: Christiane.Joerk@dfg.de, Tel: +49 (228) 885-2451

ESRC: Alexa Mills, Email: international@esrc.ac.uk, Tel: +44 (0)1793 413159

NWO: Marcus van Leeuwen, E-mail: m.vanleeuwen@nwo.nl, Tel: + 31 70 3440 931

